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STATES, POWER, & SOCIETIES

LETTER FROM THE
CHAIR

Fabio Rojas
Indiana University

The political sociology
section of the American
Sociology Association
continues to be the home of
cutting edge social science
research into political
processes ranging from
state formation to protest.
This Fall, the section has
increased its online
presence. First, we have
updated our website:
http://asapoliticalsoc.org/.
We post news, interviews,
and more. Please visit the
site and tell us what you are
thinking. Second, we have
established a Twitter
account called
@ASApoliticalsoc. When

political news breaks, or a
new publication from a
section member comes out,
reach out. We can post it to
our website or disseminate
this information through
our Twitter account. This
will help us grow our
community online.

It is with sadness that I
report the recent passing of
Richard Lachmann, who
chaired the ASA sections on
political sociology and
comparative-historical
sociology. Dr. Lachmann
earned his Ph.D. at Harvard
University and worked at
the University of Wisconsin,
Madison and the State
University of New York at
Albany, where he also
served as chair of the
department. He was an
eminent scholar of
modernization, but also a
family member, friend, and
a kind colleague. Personally,
I can attest to this as Dr.
Lachmann reached out to
me and encouraged me to
participate in the section.
Footnotes, the ASA

newsletter, has published
an obituary and the
Political Sociology and
Comparative-Historical
Sociology sections will host
a joint panel on Dr.
Lachmann’s scholarly
legacy. Please consult the
2022 ASA annual meeting
program for details.
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Contemporary American Political Fights

The Southern Origins of  Anti-CRT
Fever

James M. Thomas (JT)
University of  Mississippi

As a scholar of race and racism, I’ve closely
followed the public assaults on critical race
theory. These attacks are lazy, disingenuous,
and quite obviously politically motivated. And
yet they are not without serious
consequence. Rooted in a desire to maintain
the legitimacy of White Supremacy, these
attacks weaponize education in service of
that legitimacy while simultaneously vilifying
educators who challenge it.

These attacks, and their underlying motives,
are not new. Prohibitions against teaching
America’s racist foundations have their roots
in much earlier efforts to memorialize Lost
Cause mythology in public school curriculum.
Like anti-CRT groups and activists today,
early twentieth-century southern
conservative groups and activists understood
public education as the site where a war of
position would be fought and won.

As historian Karen Cox shows in Dixie’s
Daughters, Confederate memorial
organizations like the United Daughters of
the Confederacy (UDC) - founded in 1894 -
actively sought to influence public schooling.
The UDC sponsored essay contests on
southern history and literature in which
students and teachers could compete, helped
to place portraits of Confederate leaders in
classrooms, and renamed schools in their
honor. Importantly, UDC members helped
shape and then held appointments on
statewide textbook committees in nearly
every former Confederate state in the nation.
These committees were empowered to

mandate required books for use within public
schools.

In 1919, UDC members partnered with other
Confederate memorial organizations to form
the Rutherford Committee, named after the
committee’s most prominent member,
Mildred Lewis Rutherford. The committee’s
1923 pamphlet, A Measuring Rod to Test Text
Books, and Reference Books in Schools,
Colleges and Libraries, urged state textbook
commissions to forgo adopting books that
did not “accord full justice to the South.” The
committee also instructed libraries to “mark
all books in their collections which do not
come up to the same measure, on the title
page thereof, ‘Unjust to the South’”.

At just twenty-three pages, the pamphlet’s
guidelines were easily digestible and quickly
adopted. Statewide textbook commissions
used the pamphlet to apply pressure on
textbook publishers - many of which were
based in Northern states. In tandem with the
committee’s 1920 Truths of History, the
pamphlet helped eliminate from schools texts
that did not conform to the Committee’s
guidelines.

The entrenchment of Lost Cause mythology
within public education persisted despite,
and in backlash to, the emergence of
America’s modern Civil Rights movement.
Just three years after Brown v. Board of
Education, Virginia’s textbook commission
adopted a trio of textbooks that portrayed
the enslaved as happy servants, recast
General Robert E. Lee as a valiant hero, and
described the Civil War as the “Defense
Against Invasion”. The textbooks are
estimated to have reached more than one
million Virginian school-aged children by
1970.

2

https://richmond.com/discover-richmond/happy-slaves-the-peculiar-story-of-three-virginia-school-textbooks/article_47e79d49-eac8-575d-ac9d-1c6fce52328f.html
https://richmond.com/discover-richmond/happy-slaves-the-peculiar-story-of-three-virginia-school-textbooks/article_47e79d49-eac8-575d-ac9d-1c6fce52328f.html


ASA  POLITICAL  SOCIOLOGY  SECTION  NEWSLETTER          FALL/WINTER 2021

Though the South’s racial caste system kept
Whites and Blacks in separate schools, Black
children’s textbooks were typically the
discarded, older versions used in Whites-only
schools. Thus even in their own
schoolhouses, Black children could not
escape a southern history that memorialized
slavery and enslavers as benevolent,
demonized Reconstruction, and celebrated
the racial terrorism of the Ku Klux Klan.

Efforts to cement Lost Cause mythology
within public education endured across the
twentieth century. For decades, Southern
public schools adopted pro-Confederate
textbooks, created curricula promoting the
cause of the Confederacy, regulated the
collections of school libraries, and honored
Confederate figures and holidays.

These efforts did not go unchallenged, of
course. In 1974, Mississippi’s history textbook
commission rejected the adoption of
Mississippi: Conflict and Change, a joint
research project between Tougaloo and
Millsaps College led by sociologist James W.
Loewen and historian Charles Sallis. Loewen
and Sallis quickly filed a federal lawsuit
against the state.

In court depositions, Mississippi textbook
commission members described the rejected
text as “inflammatory”, and having the
potential to jeopardize integration efforts by
fomenting resentment among Black students.
One member even suggested that teaching
the history of lynching might lead Black

students to “develop a complex from it, an
inferior complex.” Ultimately, the court ruled
in favor of Loewen and Sallis, concluding that
the commissions’ rejection of the textbook
violated the First and Fourteenth
Amendments.

Nevertheless, Confederate memorial
organizations and southern conservative
politicians continued to exercise hegemony
over public education, and with dire
consequences. In Local People: The Struggle
for Civil Rights in Mississippi, for example,
historian John Dittmer shows that even by
the end of the twentieth century White
Mississippians’ belief in the veracity of Lost
Cause mythology was still overwhelming.

The consecration of Lost Cause mythology,
and subsequent erasure of America’s racist
foundations, within public education proves
instructive for understanding anti-CRT
efforts today. Both center curriculum as a
battleground, and engage in similar rhetorical
combat. To counter these potent assaults on
American education, then, we ought to first
attend to lessons already learned. Chief
among them is that the nature of this battle is
ideological, and we cannot afford to concede
any more ground than we already have.

Dr. James M. Thomas (JT) is Associate
Professor of Sociology at the University of
Mississippi, and co-editor of Sociology of Race
& Ethnicity, the official journal of the ASA’s
Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities.
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Want to Protect Voting Rights? Do an
Empirical Study

Ben Merriman, University of  Kansas
and Jeffrey Parker, University of  New

Orleans

There was scarcely a day in 2021 when voting
rights were not headline news. That news has
told a doleful story: gridlock in Congress,
reversal at the Supreme Court, and
restriction in state legislatures. But in our
article, “Voting Rights and the Cloak of
Administrative Incompetence,” forthcoming
in the Wake Forest Journal of Law & Policy,
we argue that this focus on federal court
doctrine and state statutes misses a large
part of the story. The relative ease or
difficulty of exercising the right to vote
depends heavily on the quality of
administrative work. Because election
administration is fragmented, underfinanced,
and low-tech, registering to vote and casting
a ballot is often slow and confusing, even
when officials are acting in good faith. The
low administrative standard, in turn, makes it
difficult for courts to distinguish
administrative breakdowns from misconduct,
and easy for officials to play dumb when
facing accusations of discrimination.

Improving election administration is
therefore one of the best means of combating
discrimination—and, along the way,
improving the voting experience for all
Americans. Better administration, however,
requires better descriptions: many aspects of
elections are remarkably understudied. We
suggest that sociologists who care about
voting rights could readily make a practical
contribution by doing one of the following:

1) Study Local Election Administration

Social scientists rely heavily on
governmentally-produced data. This hinders

work on voting rights, because there are
many basic features of elections about which
governments collect no data. Only a handful
of states collect detailed data about the costs
of election administration or the operation of
polling places. None systematically collect
data on wait times to vote. Although local
officials must recruit hundreds of thousands
of volunteer election workers, almost nothing
is known about what motivates workers to
serve or what kinds of recruiting are most
effective. The procedural complexity of
administering elections has increased
significantly in recent decades, but there is
no very good account of the substance or
efficacy of the training election workers
receive. Most local officials are running
elections as best they can with limited
money, personnel, and policy information.
Given the real lack of resources
administrators face, many officials would be
receptive to useful findings from researchers.

2) Study Voters’ Experiences Qualitatively

Political scientists have developed impressive
quantitative accounts of voting and elections,
including a large literature on the effects of
voter identification laws, tests for racial bias
in districting, and thoughtful estimates of
enduring partisan advantages created by
legislative maps. The federal courts, however,
have been remarkably unreceptive to these
findings. Judges have little statistical training,
and their ideas of cases, motives, and causes
more closely resemble the logic of
ethnography and in-depth interviewing.
Despite their aversion to statistics, judges are
eager to have more information. In important
cases, Supreme Court justices have sought, in
vain, for answers to questions that could have
been answered by qualitative research: what
do voters do when they receive postcards
from their local election officials, and why do
they throw those postcards away? How do
citizens of the Navajo nation vote when they
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live far from a post office, and how do they
define close family ties? Broadly speaking,
how do voters experience the time costs of
voting? Social scientists interested in legal
persuasion should seriously consider
developing the kind of qualitative evidence
judges may find convincing.

3) Study the Redistricting Cycle

Governments are currently redrawing
legislative maps with data from the 2020
census. Many are working in a new legal
environment. In 2013, the US Supreme
Court’s decision in Shelby County v. Holder
(2013) ended federal oversight of states and
localities with serious histories of
discrimination; in Rucho v. Common Cause
(2019), the Court held that the permissibility
of redistricting for extreme partisan
advantage was not a question for the federal
courts to answer. Many governments are
therefore free to pursue advantage more
ruthlessly than ever, with far less public
accountability. Several other states will, for
the first time, draw maps using practices,
such as independent, nonpartisan
commissions, meant to make the process
fairer. In Virginia, local governments will
need to defend new maps, polling place
locations, and other changes to the state
attorney general, or to a public meeting of
the voters affected. The current redistricting
cycle therefore poses basic, important
empirical questions: do new efforts to
promote fairer practices actually work? What
happens when legislatures are freer to do as
they please? Researchers will have to watch
the process to find out.

New federal protections of voting rights are
not coming anytime soon. Courts remain
institutionally credulous of claims that
administrative failures are unintended:
admissions of incompetence, while rare and
embarrassing in most administrative

circumstances, are common and effective
cover in the face of voting rights claims. This
should be of concern for anyone concerned
with protecting voting rights. A simple,
concrete step that researchers may take to
ameliorate these problems is to develop the
kind of policy information that
resource-strapped administrators can use
and judges are likely to find persuasive. While
rhetoric about elections is as intemperate as
it has ever been, actual empirical description
is more needful than ever.

Dr. Ben Merriman is Assistant Professor of
Public Affairs & Administration and Sociology
(by courtesy) at the University of Kansas.

Dr. Jeffrey Parker is Assistant Professor of
Sociology at the University of New Orleans.

Why Teaching Decolonial Sociology?
Benoit Challand

New School for Social Research

A contentious claim in academia has been the
demand to decolonize our curricula. For
some, decolonization is a Trojan horse which
would lead to “cancel culture”, and to
abandon all the canonical texts of our
discipline and of modernity. In that view,
decolonization is an existential threat to
social theory.

It is a striking paradox that those who invoke
the specter of cancel culture are so often
those who are trying to defend the erasure of
other people’s voice, whereas decolonial
theory is, generally speaking, a call for more
inclusion. A vast majority of those engaging
with decolonial theories are opposed to
radical solutions like returning land on a
mass scale, or against attempts of throwing
away the entire legacy of the white male
intellectuals who are credited with
establishing the field of sociology. Instead,
decolonization is a plea for the gradual
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broadening of intellectual spaces to those
who have been excluded and the
concomitant investigation into the colonial
origins of modernity and its lasting
exclusionary and violent effects. It calls for a
diversification, not a replacement of the
sociological canon. In my classroom
experience, decolonial thinking is a way to
face forms of oppression that are too often
hidden or taken in isolation from one
another. Eventually, I want to argue that
decolonization is a path to enhance civic
enfranchisement because it necessitates
thinking reflectively about the relation
between academia and the making of
“American society.”

But what is decolonial theory exactly? How
different is it from postcolonial theory?
Unlike the first wave of postcolonial
scholarship, which insisted on the
continuities between colonial practices
(typically the rule of difference) and
post-independence era, proponents of
decolonial theory, such as Anibal Quijano,
Sylvia Wynter or Maria Lugones, focused on
the origins of colonialism, in particular in
Atlantic exchanges, and includes an invitation
to progressively undo its effect on theory
itself (hence the DE- instead of the
POST-colonial).

Intra-European imperial competitions which
reached new stages after 1492 ushered new
economic processes, that of capitalism, but
also new forms of domination based on the
ideas of purity of blood, and scientific views
of racial separation, which, as a whole,
generated massive enslavement, settler
colonial dispossession and, at a more
cognitive level, the imposition and
naturalization of European norms and
concepts. Quijano thus proposed to rethink
of modernity as the “M/C” pair, thereby
emphasizing that modernity and coloniality
are co-constitutive. Modern “achievements”

occurred because there were simultaneous
colonial genocides, erasures, and material
dispossession.

Decolonial critique has been highly
influential, for example, in terms of sociology
of gender, with Maria Lugones showing that
processes related to the binomial M/C
impacted understanding of sexual differences
and forced an increasingly standardized and
clear-cut gender dichotomies when it comes
to issues of governance, economic
accumulation, or family structures. The frame
of “coloniality of gender”, a phrase coined by
Lugones, opened up a rich vein of scholarship
more attune to Indigenous studies. Like
intersectionality studies that emerged from
critical legal scholarship in the 1980s,
coloniality of gender contributed to the
expansion of the horizon of feminism in the
USA since the 1990s onward.

With a larger frame, one can even suggest
that decolonial theory entails a democratic
potential. To be sure, some forms of
decolonial thought can lead to forms of
identity retreat and thinking in separation.
But when decolonial theory avoids simple
dichotomies (of active vs passive subjects; of
natives vs migrants) that overlap with a
reified geography of knowledge production, it
can also be an important source for
democratic inclusive practices. Decolonial
theory is retrieving models of social
interactions and concepts from within the
colonies. It is an effort to combine different
strands of thoughts and practices. Generally,
decolonial theory is not a rejection of
modernity: it wants to avoid the tendency of
siloeing different historical experiences and
to undo hierarchies that arose in colonial and
imperial contexts.

For example in my graduate class Settler
Colonial Present in New York City (described
here), I offer a hands-on study of the impacts
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of settler colonialism in the USA through a
pedagogy mixing walking tours with regular
classroom activities. With the objectives of
weaving a historical narrative connecting the
African American experience with that of
Native nations and the lower classes in the
USA, I invited artists presenting forgotten
histories of slave rebellions in colonial New
York, as well as leaders from the Lenape and
Mohawk Nations who convey their own
perspectives on decolonization. These civic
partners discuss proposals to diversify the
memorial landscape of the City, to rethink
our relation to land and water, and to rewrite
history in a more inclusive manner. Agency is
thus identified in multiple sites, and in a
relational manner. This approach also
questions the role that academia has had in
shaping settler colonialism in this country.
While discussing the pressing issue of
removing public monuments (after the Black
Lives Matter protests of 2020), we read about

how the land-grant universities benefited
from the Morrill Act of 1862 with the reality
of tribal land being taken away in spurious
circumstances and of new initiatives to
redistribute academic resources to Native
students.

In sum, a decolonial-sensitive sociology can
contribute to a variety of fields, theoretical
and empirical. Decolonial thought is about
futurity: It calls for an open-ended process of
contextualizing the origins of social thoughts
and ideas of modernity, and tries to retrieve
new sources for emancipatory practices. It is
not about wholesale erasures. It forces
sociological imagination to decenter itself
and take the broader context in which
modern institutions have been established.

Dr. Benoit Challand is Associate Professor of
Sociology at the New School for Social
Research.

Q&A with 2021 Award Winners

Evelyne Huber and John D. Stephens
Co-Winners, Distinguished Career in

Political Sociology Award

Committee:  Ann Hironaka (Chair),
Kenneth (Andy) Andrews, Ann Swidler,

Andreas Wimmer

SPS: What has most influenced your overall
research agenda? What do you see as the
core questions motivating your research
going forward?

We have always been interested in inequality,
or the determinants of distributive outcomes.
Specifically, we have been trying to
understand how social groups or classes have
historically struggled for political, social, and
economic inclusion. We have explored how
these struggles have shaped democratization
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and welfare states in today’s post-industrial
societies and in Latin America. We are
currently trying to understand different
patterns of market income inequality and the
politics behind differential responses of
welfare states to these inequalities in
post-industrial societies.

SPS: How has the field of political sociology
changed throughout your career, and how
do you see it evolving in the future?
Alternatively, what can political sociology
contribute to current academic and public
debates?

What political sociology can contribute to
current debates is to show that the social
order can be different from the way it is.
Politics can be transformative, if there is a
vision of how things could improve.

SPS: How would you describe your research
process? How has it changed over the years?

We have mostly used mixed methods,
combining quantitative and comparative case
analyses, sometimes more historical and
sometimes more contemporary. In doing this,
we go back and forth between statistical
analyses and the cases, sustaining a dialogue
between the two kinds of evidence. Over the
years, our research process has become more
methodologically self-conscious, informed by
the growing literature on methods beyond
statistics.

SPS: You’ve had remarkable careers in
sociology. What advice would you give
graduate students/early junior faculty
working in political sociology?

Work on topics you are passionate about.
Social science is not a 9 to 5 job; you need to
think about your topics after hours, and you
will only do this naturally and happily if you
are passionate about them. Start with issues
in the real world that preoccupy you. Don’t

just try to fill in holes in the literature or find
a way to apply the latest fancy methodology.

SPS: What’s your favorite
under-appreciated scholarly work?

We might mention two books that are wide
apart in publication date but share some
important characteristics: Maurice Zeitlin
and Richard Earl Ratcliff, Landlords and
capitalists: the dominant class of Chile
(Princeton University Press, 1988). What is
great about this book is the delineation of
class in the Weberian tradition through social
networks, and the extensive field research on
which it is based. Cheol-Sung Lee, When
solidarity works: labor-civic networks and
welfare states in the market reform era
(Cambridge University Press, 2016). This book
also identifies social networks, not of
landlords and capitalists but of progressive
leaders involved in the struggle for
democratization and later for the
establishment of welfare state programs, in
unions, parties, and social movements, and it
too is based on extensive field research.

Dr. Evelyne Huber is Morehead Alumni
Professor of Political Science at the University
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

Dr. John D. Stephens is Gerhard E. Lenski, Jr.,
Distinguished Professor of Political Science
and Sociology and Director of the Center for
European Studies, European Union Center of
Excellence, and Trans-Atlantic Masters
program.
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Hana E. Brown
Winner, Distinguished Contribution to

Scholarship for an Article Award
Committee:  Irene  Bloemraad (Co-Chair),
David Brady (Co-Chair), Robert Braun,

Lauren Duquette-Rury, Sunmin Kim, Yao
Lu, Isaac Ariail Reed

"Who Is an Indian Child? Institutional
Context, Tribal Sovereignty, and Race-Making
in Fragmented States." American Sociological

Review 85(5): 776-805.

SPS: How did you start working on the
research project that led to the article,
“Who Is an Indian Child? Institutional
Context, Tribal Sovereignty, and
Race-Making in Fragmented States”? How
did the project evolve over time?

As a graduate student interested in race and
social policy, I realized that none of my
courses or qualifying exam reading lists
addressed Native Nations or federal Indian
policy. I began exploring the subject on my
own and conducted early research on the
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) in a class on
family policy. My initial analysis focused on
how government agencies structured around
the nuclear family ideal struggle with
implementing a policy that challenges those
hegemonic ideologies.

Over the next 10+ years I turned my attention
to other projects but continued to collect
data on ICWA implementation on the side,

gathering materials from archives, courts,
and other sources. When I devoted my full
attention to analyzing all that data I was
struck by a different pattern - the contorted
racial logics that state agents have used over
time to thwart ICWA and deny tribal
sovereignty. Examining how these logics vary
across state institutions, this article
highlights how government agents enable
settler colonial domination and reconsolidate
the racial order as they implement and
enforce a federal policy that’s supposed to do
the opposite.

SPS: What do you see as the core questions
motivating your research going forward?

I’m interested in the relationship between
categories and power and continue to
explore this theme in a variety of different
projects. My on-going ICWA research thinks
more broadly about how cultural categories
shape the bureaucratic practice of policy
implementation. In another project, I’m
examining the category “refugee,”
investigating the moral connotations of the
term and what those associations enable or
constrain in the field of immigration policy.
Finally, Jennifer Jones and I are studying how
immigrant rights organizations create and
recreate racial meanings as they advocate for
rights and resources for non-citizens.
Collectively, these projects probe questions
about how cultural categories are
constructed and deployed in the political
sphere and with what consequences for
inequality and policy.

SPS: Where do you see the political
sociology subfield heading? What do you
think are some of the key ways that political
sociology can contribute to current
academic and public debates?

I’m excited about the growing body of
research that uses settler colonial and
post-colonial theory to probe the

9



ASA  POLITICAL  SOCIOLOGY  SECTION  NEWSLETTER          FALL/WINTER 2021

foundations of contemporary political
systems. This new research helps expand our
understanding of how power operates and
transforms, a pressing theme in our current
political reality. These frameworks also have
a lot to offer our discipline and others as we
continue to reckon with our past and present
exclusionary practices and work to remedy
them.

Dr. Hana E. Brown is Associate Professor of
Sociology and Gale Faculty Fellow at Wake
Forest University.

Julian Go
Honorable Mention, Distinguished
Contribution to Scholarship for an

Article
Committee:  Irene  Bloemraad (Co-Chair),
David Brady (Co-Chair), Robert Braun,

Lauren Duquette-Rury, Sunmin Kim, Yao
Lu, Isaac Ariail Reed

"The Imperial Origins of American Policing:
Militarization and Imperial Feedback in the

Early 20th Century." American Journal of
Sociology 125(5): 1-62.

SPS: How did you start working on the
research project that led to the article? How
did the project evolve over time?

Because I study US empire, I have long had an
interest in military intervention overseas and
colonial policing. Then, in the wake of the
2014 BLM protests at Ferguson, more and

more people began discussing “the
militarization of the police.” My project grew
out of that convergence. With my knowledge
of US imperial history, I sensed that the
militarization of policing in the US looked a
lot like colonial counter-insurgency and
colonial policing in places in the Philippines. I
began reading more about police history in
the US, and began to see more and more
connections between policing at home and
empire abroad, particularly between early
police militarization efforts in the US and
important police reformers like August
Vollmer, whom I discuss in the paper.

SPS: What do you see as the core questions
motivating your research going forward?

I am currently finishing a book manuscript of
which the paper on the Imperial Origins is
one part. The book offers a historical
sociology of police militarization in the US
and Britain from the founding of modern
policing in the 19th century and reveals the
various connections between police
militarization “at home” and imperialism
“abroad.” I ask where, when, and how have
the police been militarized; and what factors
drive it. The book is conceived, admittedly
with pretension, as the third and final part of
a trilogy of my historical sociologies of the
US empire. The first volume was my first
sole-authored book, American Empire and
the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political
Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico
(2008). That book explored the political
dynamics of meaning-making during the
American occupation of the Philippines and
Puerto Rico during the first decades of the
twentieth century. The second volume is
Patterns of Empire: The British and American
Empires, 1688-present. That book examined
the global-historical dynamics of the British
and American empires over the past
centuries. Both of those prior volumes
explored dynamics of empire outside the
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metropolitan center. They were about what
happened “over there.” Policing Empires
brings it all “home”, so to speak. I suppose
one core question is this: can we separate the
history and analysis of states and power in
the metropole from the history and analysis
of empire?

SPS: Where do you see the political
sociology subfield heading? What do you
think are some of the key ways that political
sociology can contribute to current
academic and public debates?

I can’t read the future but I can tell you
where I think the subfield should head: I
think it should pay much more attention to
transnational processes, and specifically, to
the logics of empire and its connections with
metropolitan state-formation. Such attention
inevitably brings questions of racial
inequality, both locally and globally, to the
fore; it also brings questions of broader
global political processes to the fore. I think
that addressing such questions is one way
political sociology can contribute to current
debates.

Dr. Julian Go is Professor of Sociology at the
University of Chicago.

Jordan Brensinger and Ramina
Sotoudeh

Co-Winners, Distinguished
Contribution to Scholarship for a Paper

by a Graduate Student Award

Committee: Rachel Best (Chair), Marco
Garrido, Stephanie Mudge, Xiaohong Xu

"Affect in the Age of Partisanship:
Investigating the Interdependence of

Attitudes Towards Social Groups"

SPS: How did you start working on the
research project that led to the article? How
did the project evolve over time?

Jordan first started the project back in Fall
2017 for Columbia University’s year-long
empirical seminar. Originally, he was
interested in exploring how cultural
omnivorousness might apply to attitudes
towards social groups—do the same
tendencies to report liking different cultural
objects/genres apply to feelings about
people? (a question he still thinks would make
for a good study). While he soon realized the
challenge of obtaining survey data that
included “elites,” that initial question drew his
attention to both research on affective
polarization and the general need for more
relational approaches to studying attitudes
towards social groups. After finishing the
seminar, Jordan reached out to Ramina based
on her shared experience with similar
relational analyses to get her help with
moving the project forward. That was 3 years
and many, many drafts ago—and the article
improved immeasurably because of the
collaboration!

SPS: What do you see as the core questions
motivating your research going forward?

Jordan: I am primarily interested in the
growing importance of personal data for all
aspects of social life—political and otherwise.
A lot of my research moving forward pertains
to how organizations uniquely identify people
and the implications of those processes for
core sociological concerns like trust,
inequality, insecurity, opportunity, and
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inclusion. I am also interested in public
opinion, law, and policy pertaining to data
governance.

Ramina: I am broadly interested in how
people make meaning and the role that
networks and institutions play in shaping
how meaning is made. New methods for the
formal study of culture like RCA allow us to
map shared understandings in compelling
ways and one of the frontiers of the sociology
of culture will be to understand the
relational, cultural, and cognitive processes
that shape the emergence and heterogeneity
of shared understandings. Relatedly, I hope to
explore how social relations and social
meanings co-evolve as meaning making
processes feed into network dynamics, and
vice versa.

SPS: Where do you see the political
sociology subfield heading? What do you
think are some of the key ways that political
sociology can contribute to current
academic and public debates?

Jordan: Obviously this is shaped by my
primary research area, but I think political
sociologists will increasingly confront the
role of data and digital life. Misinformation,
for instance, has become a hot topic, but
there are many other areas of relevance. Just
with respect to my interest in identification,
organizations expect people to uniquely
identify themselves for a long list of
resources and obligations of interest to
political sociologists and others, including
voting; paying taxes; collecting public
benefits; crossing borders; interacting with
the criminal justice and child welfare
systems; and so on. I think political
sociologists will increasingly see the
importance of personal data—not just as a
tool to leverage to study other things, but as
a subject of interest in its own right.

Ramina: Recently, I have been excited by the
cultural turn in political sociology and expect
to see it continue. For example, I found
recent papers by Bart Bonikowski and Paul
DiMaggio, Delia Baldassarri and Amir
Goldberg, and Andrei Boutyline and Steve
Vaisey, which employ relational methods to
study and model political attitudes and
beliefs, really interesting and compelling.
Going forward I expect to see work that links
shared understandings and relational models
of attitudes to political outcomes such as
voting behavior, civic participation, and
activism.

Jordan Brensinger is a PhD Candidate
Sociology at Brown University.

Dr. Ramina Sotoudeh is a Postdoctoral Prize
Research Fellow in Sociology at Nuffield
College, University of Oxford.

Matty Lichtenstein
Co-Winner, Distinguished Contribution

to Scholarship for a Paper by a
Graduate Student Award

Committee: Rachel Best (Chair), Marco
Garrido, Stephanie Mudge, Xiaohong Xu

"Legitimizing Tactics: Hasidic Schools,
Non-Compliance, and the Politics of

Deservingness"

SPS: How did you start working on the
research project that led to the article
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“Legitimizing Tactics: Hasidic Schools,
Non-Compliance, and the Politics of
Deservingness”? How did the project evolve
over time?

I took a class on political sociology during
graduate school, which motivated me to
think deeply about how and why people
legitimize authority in their social lives. I had
been familiar with the issue of Hasidic
educational institutions and their conflicts
with state requirements for some time, and
my readings about how state and other
authorities regulate populations made me
wonder: who decides how to socialize
children—how, in essence, to shape the
future of society? Why would or wouldn’t
parents accept state requirements on such a
fundamental and personal matter? What are
conflicting state, communal, and cultural
influences that impact educational policies?
Max Weber’s Economy and Society helped me
consider the complex links between social
legitimacy and authority in different social
and political settings. But I was interested in
understanding more deeply how legitimacy is
actually produced and contested. This case
study of Hasidic education in New York state
allowed me to explore that question with
greater nuance over time, in particular
because it is a “live” issue. Ongoing
developments in the case provided me with a
constant stream of new data, even after I
completed my initial round of interviews and
data collection. In researching and writing
this paper, I was able to see how the
production of legitimacy, questions of
authority, and problems of parental
autonomy and inequality intersected and
evolved in real time.

SPS: What do you see as the core questions
motivating your research going forward?

How is institutional authority constructed,
legitimized, and experienced? I am

particularly interested in how this process
unfolds in the context of parental
decision-making in medical settings, and how
it is linked to and helps reproduce or mitigate
racial, social, and economic inequalities. My
current major project is a dissection of social
inequities linked to the development of
American child welfare policies, with a
special focus on policies related to
substance-exposed infants and maternal
health.

SPS: Where do you see the political
sociology subfield heading? What do you
think are some of the key ways that political
sociology can contribute to current
academic and public debates?

The political sociology subfield is an
enormous and highly diverse subfield with
many sub-subfields, each of which make
important contributions to our
understanding of social and political
governance. I believe that research in
political sociology should seek primarily to
provide insights and data that are relevant to
our current social and political moment.
Some of the most fascinating work now
emerging focuses on questions that
profoundly affect people today, such as
economic, racial, and gendered inequality,
the construction and distribution of social
power, and the complex interactions between
professionals, state actors, and individuals.

Dr. Matty Lichtenstein is a Postdoctoral
Research Associate in the Watson Institute for
International and Public Affairs at Brown
University.
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Elisabeth S. Clemens
Co-Winner, Outstanding Contribution

to Political Sociology
Committee: Rachel Best (Chair), Marco

Garrido, Stephanie Mudge, Xiaohong Xu

Civic Gifts: Voluntarism and the Making of the
American Nation-State

SPS: How did you start working on the
research project that led to the book? How
did the project evolve over time?

Civic Gifts began with a cry of frustration
that took years to transform into a research
question: Why is American government so
complicated? Specifically, how should we
make sense of the role of so many
nongovernmental organizations in a political
system identified by the centrality of
democratic norms and practices? These
questions led me down many paths and some
blind alleys, reading about corporatism and
contracting and public-private partnerships.

The project took form as I joined these
questions about politics to a theoretical
argument about institutional change as
powered by recombinatorial politics. Laid
out in the epilogue to Remaking Modernity:
Politics, History, Sociology (a volume that I
co-edited with Julia Adams and Ann Shola
Orloff), this argument built on the generative

concepts of tool-kit, repertoire, and
bricolage. While many instances of change
can be retrospectively interpreted in these
terms, empirical studies clustered around
cases of significant change. But if models,
templates, schemas or logics are
meaningfully different, then they should be
difficult to recombine. Furthermore,
successful recombination is likely to embed
deep contradictions into governing
arrangements, constituting a source of
tension and dynamism for future political
developments.

Reconstructing episodes of conflict,
experimentation, and institutional settlement
pushed me to look further back to the early
Republic. That in turn, led me to realize that
bringing the analysis forward to the present,
with its proliferation of public-private
partnerships, was more than one book could
manage. But a question lingered: if voluntary
associations and civic philanthropy carried
models of reciprocity and benevolence into
earlier eras of American politics, did this
analysis provide a way of rethinking the
anti-democratic elements of contemporary
politics, both in the United States and
globally?

SPS: What do you see as the core questions
motivating your research going forward?

Although I remain interested in how social
movements and voluntary efforts are
entangled with institutional politics, my new
project turns to a different type of
non-governmental entity: the private firm.
The patterns of public-private state-building
that I address in Civic Gifts were vitally
important up through the Second World War.
But, just as hermit crabs inhabit the shells of
other sea creatures, the open architecture
that depended on contributions from civic
associations and philanthropists offered
multiplying opportunities to corporations.
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These firms might simply provide needed
supplies – from advanced armaments to
paper clips – but they also took on core
governmental functions, replacing armies of
clerks, vetting freedom of information
requests, providing publicly-funded social
services, and even filling managerial posts.
These delegations of responsibility and
authority undermine core assumptions about
democratic politics and governance.

SPS: Where do you see the political
sociology subfield heading? What do you
think are some of the key ways that political
sociology can contribute to current
academic and public debates?

Many of the central questions in political
sociology concern regularities within
relatively settled systems, particularly
electoral democracies. Researchers
investigate the relationships of
socio-economic position, biography, and
social network position to political attitudes
and behaviors. This is important work, but a
host of new questions emerge when systems
are no longer so settled – a description that
certainly fits the present moment. Rather
than applying a taxonomy of regime types –
authoritarian, democratic, and so forth –
political sociologists help us to understand
how such regimes are consolidated,
reproduced, and destabilized or
reconstituted.

In such moments, much of the action
happens outside of the formal arrangements
of institutional politics. Activists and
protestors draw on diverse networks and
expansive repertoires repurposed for
collective action. Whether focused on left,
right, or some other dimension of the
political spectrum, political sociologists
identify the potential for social and economic
grievances and aspirations to fuel challenges
to established regimes. But those defending

positions of privilege and power also make
use of materials outside the limits of
institutional politics. Whether by leveraging
wealth into formally democratic politics
through the intricacies of campaign finance
and the ideological work of think tanks or
seeking to liberate wealth from the
regulatory constraints of nation-states, elites
are also deeply engaged in political
innovation. For better or worse, these
developments challenge political sociologists
to give up the assumption that politics
happens in neatly bounded national polities,
governed by legitimate established
authorities. Sometimes, of course, such an
assumption turns out to be warranted. But
not always, particularly in fraught and
interesting times such as our own.

Dr. Elisabeth S. Clemens is William Rainey
Harper Distinguished Service Professor of
Sociology and the College at the University of
Chicago.

John W.P. Veugelers
Co-Winner, Outstanding Contribution

to Political Sociology
Committee: Rachel Best (Chair), Marco

Garrido, Stephanie Mudge, Xiaohong Xu

Empire’s Legacy: Roots of a Far-Right Affinity
in Contemporary France
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SPS: How did you start working on the
research project that led to the book? How
did the project evolve over time?

The project grew out of my doctoral
dissertation, which analyzed the National
Front’s change from an irrelevant party
outside the French party system into a
relevant party in the 1980s and 90s (Sartori
1976). This brought home the importance of
voter alignments, issue salience, and party
organization. But it also brought out the
limits of country-level research. Variation in
far-right support between countries can be
significantly narrower than the variation
inside countries (Golder 2016). As “averages”
with possibly no empirical referents on the
ground, then, analytical patterns at the
national level can seem artificial. If divorced
from history, country-level analysis of the far
right can be quite silent about causation too.

Wanting to move ahead, I drew inspiration
from local studies. These confirmed the
importance – for East London in the UK
(Husbands 1983), Brescia in Northern Italy
(Chiarini and Corsini 1983), and Dreux and
other parts of the Center region in France
(Roy 1993) -- of far-right interaction with the
left and the moderate right. But they also
drew attention to hidden subcultures,
grassroots organization, and territorial
defense (whether symbolic, rhetorical, or
physical). Their narratives were more
attentive to actors, resources, and struggles;
these studies roamed more freely inside the
black box between social relations and
political outcomes.

I decided to study Toulon, which in 1995
became the largest city under the far right of
any postwar European democracy. I had a
hunch that grassroots organization might
explain the National Front’s victory. My early
research found this to be partly correct.
Luckily, I also discovered another factor: the

presence of European ex-colonials explained
why, finally, this city had tilted toward the far
right. So, Empire’s Legacy traces the origins
of a far-right affinity in French imperial
history; the maturation and transmission of
this affinity (its main carrier the hundreds of
thousands of Pieds Noirs who fled to
southern France from Algeria in 1962); and
the conditions under which this affinity
actualized into support for the far right
instead of other partisan alternatives.

Building on the distinction between bridging
and bonding social capital, I found that
encapsulation in patriotic associations of
ex-colonials or military veterans played a
crucial role in the transmission of a far-right
potential. This part of the project depended
on findings from three election surveys.
Elsewhere, I relied on personal interviews,
ethnographic observation, and archival
research. As a trigger for far-right success,
the electorate’s reaction to revelations of
corruption in the city’s political
establishment proved crucial. All this
challenged the “losers of globalization” thesis,
a socio-economic argument more pertinent
to the deindustrializing north of France.

SPS: What do you see as the core questions
motivating your research going forward?

How should social movement studies bring
parties back in? A movement-centered bias
has pervaded much social movement
research. This has downplayed interaction
not only with society (Walder 2009) but also
institutional actors (McAdam and Tarrow
2019). As a corrective, interaction with
political elites has received more attention.
But what about political parties? Unlike
cadre, catch-all, and cartel parties, mass
parties can be (and sometimes are)
organizers of disruptive action in
non-institutional arenas (Tarrow 1990). To
the extent this is true, movements – like
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those of the 1960s in Europe -- need to be
reimagined. When a new, postmaterialist
generation came of age, why did so much of
its activism escape the control of mass
parties? My current project looks at the
conditions under which far-right activism in
post-1945 Italy migrated between a
neo-Fascist party and extremist movements.

SPS: Where do you see the political
sociology subfield heading? What do you
think are some of the key ways that political
sociology can contribute to current
academic and public debates?

I can’t say where we are headed, but case
studies embedded in spatial and historical
comparison seem one promising way of
pursuing the task of cogent explanation.

As for debates, what someone once said
about art comes to mind: a good painting
gets the eye to slow down. Maybe we political
sociologists can help to slow down at least
some of the chatter about current affairs that
fights without letup for public attention.

Chiarini, Roberto, and Paolo Corsini. 1983. Da Salò a
Piazza della Loggia: Blocco d’ordine, neofascismo,

radicalismo di destra a Brescia (1945-1974). Milan:
Franco Angeli.

Golder, Matt. 2016. “Far Right Parties in Europe. Annual
Review of Political Science 19�477-97.

Husbands, Christopher T. 1983. Racial Exclusionism and
the City: The Urban Support of the National Front.
London: Allen & Unwin.

McAdam, Doug, and Sidney Tarrow. 2019. “The Political
Context of Social Movements.” Pp. 19-42 in David A.
Snow, Sarah A. Soule, Hanspeter Kriesi and Holly J.
McCammon (eds.), The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Social Movements (2nd edition). Malden, MA: Wiley
and Sons.

Roy, Jean-Philippe. 1993. Le Front national en région
Centre (1984-1992). Paris: L’Harmattan.

Sartori, Giovanni. 1976. Parties and Party Systems: A
Framework for Analysis. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Tarrow, Sidney. 1990. "The Phantom at the Opera:
Political Parties and Social Movements of the 1960s
and 1970s in Italy." Pp. 251-73 in Russell J. Dalton and
Manfred Kuechler (eds.), Challenging the Political
Order: New Social Movements in Western
Democracies. Cambridge: Polity.

Walder, Andrew G. 2009. “Political Sociology and Social
Movements.” Annual Review of Sociology 35� 393-412.

Dr. John W.P. Veugelers is Professor of
Sociology at the University of Toronto, St.
George.

Q&A with New Council Members

Paul Almeida
Chair-Elect // Professor of  Sociology,

University of  California, Merced

SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans during these unusual and uneasy
times. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?
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I have been teaching courses in social
movements and political sociology, including
graduate seminars. I am excited about a new
undergraduate course I am teaching in the
spring called Climate Justice. It is a more
focused spin-off of my environmental
sociology course where we will engage in
power and the distribution of environmental
costs related to global warming.

During the pandemic I have worked with a
team of researchers at the University of
California Merced’s Community and Labor
Center and community partner organizations
in the Fresno County Civic Engagement
Table. We implemented two large and
representative surveys of voters in the city of
Fresno in 2020 and 2021, respectively. The
surveys show the disproportionate economic
impacts of the pandemic by race/ethnicity
and class (link here). We also forecasted the
California gubernatorial recall elections (link)
and found that climate change was the issue
with the largest gap between pro and anti-
gubernatorial recall voters (link).

Currently, I am finishing a project on global
resistance to neoliberalism and working on
environmental mobilizations on multiple
scales (local, national, and transnational
levels).

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

I would like to keep the section engaged with
the membership as much as possible in these
pandemic times, especially graduate students
and early career faculty. My aim is to hold
monthly or bi-monthly section events
beginning in August of 2022. I am also
troubled about the rise of authoritarian
populism around the world, and especially
concerned about the next two election cycles

in the United States. I am hoping our section
can use its collective knowledge and
expertise to intervene in public debates
about ensuring access to voting and
countering false claims and conspiracies
about the electoral system, including the
historical consequences of when fabricated
assertions about the electoral process gain
traction in substantial segments of the
population.

Lauren Duquette-Rury
Council Member // Associate Professor of

Sociology,
Wayne State University

SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans during these unusual and uneasy
times. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?

Besides mothering my two small children
during a pandemic, I’m working on two
research projects. The first studies the rise of
self-defense vigilante forces in
Mexico—called autodefensas—and the role
that international migration plays in
facilitating their emergence. With my
collaborator, Clarisa Pérez-Armendáriz, we
theorize and empirically examine how
transnational migratory networks and
remittance resources contribute to the
presence and endurance of autodefensas. The
second project is a book length manuscript
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I’m (tentatively) calling Naturalizing Under
Threat: Citizenship in the Age of Immigration
Enforcement. This project provides a
comprehensive assessment of how
immigration-related sociopolitical threats—
direct and vicarious sources of harm from
restrictive immigration legislation,
anti-immigrant rhetoric, and interior
enforcement at the local, state, and national
levels—explain more variation in U.S.
citizenship acquisition. I draw on original
qualitative and quantitative data from 1907 to
the present for this book. Going deep into the
historical record has been fascinating. This
year I’m teaching two undergraduate lecture
courses on political sociology and
international migration. At the graduate level,
I’m teaching mixed methods and advanced
qualitative methods. I love teaching research
methods and helping students develop their
ideas and interests into workable projects.

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

I look forward to building initiatives that
bridge contact and build community between
faculty and graduate students beyond their
home institutions. I’ve been asking
myself—what did I need when I was a
graduate student that I didn’t have, or I was
too scared to ask for? One answer is ... more
mentorship across multiple networks. There
are a few ways we could enable
cross-institution contact beyond
conferences, including “Online Office Hours”
programming where students and faculty can
meet one-on-one or in small groups to
discuss projects, research design,
professional development, and troubleshoot
issues together throughout the academic
year. I’d also love to see more of the section’s
brilliance translated into accessible policy
briefs, memos, artistic collaborations, and

other forums that build bridges outside
academia and into the public realm. I’m
working on an art installation right now, for
example, that showcases the central
argument of my citizenship project. I’m a firm
believer that art, music, photography,
gaming, and other media can and should be
used as vehicles for social science
storytelling.

Nella Van Dyke
Council Member // Professor of  Sociology,

University of  California, Merced

SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans during these unusual and uneasy
times. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?

I am Professor of Sociology at the University
of California, Merced. My research focuses on
social movements and hate crime, with
studies of social movement coalitions, college
student protest, cultural protest tactics, and
the mobilizing effect of threat. A secondary
area of focus is sexuality and the experiences
of LGBTQ+ college students. I have published
my work in leading journals including Social
Forces, Social Problems, and the American
Sociological Review, and have co-edited two
books, Strategic Alliances: Coalition Building
and Social Movements, and Understanding
the Tea Party Movement. I am currently
working on research projects studying
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right-wing movement impacts on public
policy, how the socio-economic context
influences domestic terrorism, and
intersectional variation in LGBTQ+ student
academic outcomes. I am lucky to have a
semester free of teaching ahead of me due to
a course release I earned from doing heavy
service for the university, so I look forward to
having a lot of time for my research.

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

The Political Sociology Section provides
members with access to a vibrant intellectual
community and I am excited to be on the
Council to do what I can to help the Section
continue to thrive. As a Council member I
look forward to serving on paper and book
award committees so I can read some of the
excellent scholarship of Section members
and participate in recognizing and
celebrating their achievements. I also look
forward to helping plan and participating in
Section events at the ASA meetings. I think
that priorities for the Section right now
include ensuring broad access to section
decision-making, meetings, and paper
sessions. We need to make sure members of
disadvantaged groups and those facing
challenges due to the pandemic do not face
barriers to participation. As a Council
member I will encourage the Section to
solicit input from members and work to
address member needs and concerns. I will
also encourage the Section to increase its
efforts to support and facilitate mentorship
for graduate students. I look forward to
interacting with Section members in the
years ahead!

Jessica Kang
Council Member (Student) // PhD

Candidate in Sociology, University of
California, Irvine

SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans during these unusual and uneasy
times. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?

My work centers on racial identity,
movement building, and political
engagement. More specifically, in my
dissertation, I focus on how Asian American
women leaders in non-profit civic
organizations engage in strategies to push
their agendas and move towards a more
gender/race equitable socio-political
landscape. I found that in these "unusual and
uneasy times", people are more willing to talk
about the struggles of racial and gender
inequality than ever before. I will continue to
conduct interviews, analyze, and work on
finishing my dissertation throughout this
year while searching for opportunities to
connect with colleagues on similar ideas.

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

I am looking forward to reading about the
cutting edge research and shedding light on
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work/authors who are often marginalized in
the academic circles. I hope to uplift junior
scholars like myself to continue to pursue
dreams in academia that enact social change.

Maro Youssef
Council Member (Student) // National

Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow,
University of  Southern California

SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?

This year, I am supported by the NSF to
develop my research agenda. I am thinking
about how my research on women’s political
participation in Tunisia after the Arab Spring
can broaden sociologists’ understandings of
the interplay between gender, politics, and
democratization. I am developing ideas for
my book about feminist coalitions that form
among liberals and conservatives during
democratic transitions and producing articles
that examine the interplay between women’s
political participation, religion, foreign aid,
and democratization.

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

I am excited to serve our graduate students. I
see us serving the graduate student

population by providing an inclusive space
for scholars interested in exchanging ideas
about different political issues and processes.
The beauty of political sociology is that it is
an inclusive sub-field that brings together a
plethora of researchers—from gender and
politics scholars to social movement scholars
to political economists. We have the power to
use this space to expand our networks and
learn from each other. I am also aware that
graduate students are eager to learn more
about external funding for research and
writing. As political sociologists, we have the
flexibility to apply to funding opportunities
across disciplines, given the interdisciplinary
nature of our research. My own research has
appealed to donors who support sociologists,
political scientists, religious scholars, gender
scholars, and democracy and civil society
scholars. Finally, as political sociologists,
some of us want to engage the public and
policymakers. One way to do that is through
public sociology. I have informed U.S.
policymakers through written op-eds and
oral briefings. As a former foreign affairs
officer at the U.S. Department of State, I have
learned to identify what policymakers may be
looking for from academics when making
policy decisions.

Xiaohong Xu
Secretary/Treasurer // Assistant Professor

of  Sociology, University of  Michigan
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SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans during these unusual and uneasy
times. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?

I work on modern Chinese politics. I am
writing a book about how labor politics
during the Cultural Revolution has
inadvertently led to China’s embrace of global
capitalism in the post-Mao era. In other
words, the political origins of China’s
transformation from Mao to Market. It is a
development distinctive from and parallel to
the rise of neoliberalism, both as variants of
the separation of the political and the
economic in modernity. The entangled
histories between the two variants have
deeply shaped the dynamics of global
capitalism and its attendant political
repercussions in recent decades.

My book plan has been slowed down by the
increased caregiving and homeschooling
responsibility during the pandemic that I, like
all working parents, have had. But I am glad
that things are getting back on track on that
front, and I have more time on research and
writing now than in the last year and half. I
am currently teaching undergraduate
sociological theory. It’s a large lecture course
and I feel great about finally seeing and
interacting with students in person again. In
the next term, I will teach a graduate seminar
on cultural sociology and an undergraduate
seminar on contemporary China. My passion
for teaching has undoubtedly been renewed.

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

Besides my expected role as
secretary-treasurer, I am excited about
working with other members of the council
and of the section to explore the possibility

of sustaining political sociological discussion
on issues of public interests beyond ASA
annual meetings. Politics in our time is in
crisis and I think political sociologists should
have a more public forum to share how we
make sense of contemporary political crises.
In contrast with this public-facing dimension,
I am also interested in discussing what is
distinctive about political sociology. Political
sociologists tend to oscillate between a
narrow and practical understanding of our
object of analysis—politics—and a broad and
theoretically ambitious understanding by
which everything can be political. I think the
emerging conversation about what is the
political and what is distinctive about the
sociological approach to it is helpful to
establish the autonomy of our field.

Kerice Doten-Snitker
Communications Director // Postdoctoral

Fellow, Chapman University

SPS: Please tell us about your work and your
plans. How will you be spending your time
on research and teaching this year?

In 2020 I wrapped up my dissertation on the
political, economic, and religious
explanations for expulsions of Jews from
medieval German cities. Since then I have
been a Junior Researcher in Sociology at the
Carlos III - Juan March Institute of Social
Sciences in Madrid. In January 2022 I
transition to being a Postdoctoral Fellow at
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the Institute for the Study of Religion,
Economics and Society at Chapman
University. As I will have no teaching
responsibilities in this new position, I will
focus on a few research projects in the next
year. First, I am taking the first steps towards
expanding my dissertation into a book that
asks what social conditions and processes
turn cultural difference into inequality and
conflict. The book will reorient my
dissertation to become a volume that speaks
to contemporary trends in ethnicity- and
religion-based demographic engineering. I
plan to add new material on urban uprisings,
drawing on sociological theories of social
closure, ethnic antagonism, and class- based
political mobilization. Besides this, I am
working on a collaboration about the
diffusion of witch trials in early modern
Europe, about to start a collaboration on
economic inequality in medieval and early
modern German cities, and planning for new
smaller projects that continue my interest in
the intersection between medieval German
political economy and Christian-Jewish
relations.

SPS: What are you looking forward to doing
on the council? What do you think are some
of the priorities for the section going
forward?

As the first official Communications Director,
I plan on continuing the work of Maria
Akchurin from the past few years to establish
some communications plans for the section.
Particularly in this pandemic, it has become
clear that there are opportunities to bring
folks together virtually and share the great
work people are doing. We recently started a
Twitter account to publicize announcements,
scholarship, and public sociology. We plan to
try out virtual book slams in the spring. Of
course, we will continue the section
newsletters. In each of these, my goal is to
invite broad participation and particularly to
ensure visibility for political sociologists with
less power and prestige within the discipline.

Tales from the Field: In Memory of Richard
Lachmann

Historical Sociology as an Entry to
Read Politics

Ji-won Lee
Lourdes Aguas

University at Albany – State University of
New York

As students who had the privilege to join
Richard Lachmann's seminars over the past

few years, we reviewed our class notes to
recall his methodological concerns. We found
that he refused to follow or teach specific
methods. On the first day of his "Comparative
Historical Sociology" seminar, he told us he
preferred to see historical sociology as a
topic rather than a method. He did not
devalue methodological rigorousness; on the
contrary, he always offered careful critiques
of the strengths and weaknesses of the
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methods employed in assigned readings and
students' works. We suspect, instead, that he
was concerned with social researchers
pursuing methodology for its own sake at the
expense of immersing themselves in the
process of grasping complex historical
events. How, then, did Richard practice
historical sociology as a topic while avoiding
the danger of reifying it as a method?

He often used two terms to describe the
main methodological challenges that all good
historical and political sociology studies
should tackle: context and contingency.
Richard consistently encouraged students to
become familiar with the case or problem
they tried to explain or solve. He knew that
grasping the context is something that one
cannot specifically be trained by following
predetermined procedures. He also
understood that having command of the
relevant contexts always takes a long time.
Thus, his recommended style of inquiry
entailed committing to close reading of
historical events as a daily exercise.

The practice of reading contexts is tied to the
notion of contingency. Richard thought that
"nothing is inevitable or predetermined"
(Lachmann 2013�11). While he acknowledged
the power of structural constraints, he also
knew that structure was sufficiently porous
to make human agency more effective in
particular times and places. This insight is at
the core of his elite conflict theory. To
understand contingency, we need to examine
differences, dynamics, and tensions within
"classes" and "elites" rather than conceiving
those social actors as homogeneous groups
with common interests. In addition to
studying conflicts within groups, Richard was
devoted to examining how domestic and
global dynamics are interconnected. These
methodological principles are intertwined
with his deep commitment to harnessing
research to the task of social change. In his

two masterpieces Capitalists in Spite of
Themselves (2002) and First Class Passengers
on a Sinking Ship (2020), he illustrates how
openings for rare moments of social change
have historically emerged despite elites'
power and ability to exploit and dominate.

Identifying relevant contexts and opening to
unrealized contingencies were at the core of
his methods. We believe this is why he said
that historical sociology was about a topic,
not a method. His seminars started and
ended with reflections of historical events,
social actors, and causal forces. He often told
us that "the best way of learning historical
sociology is by reading many good works." We
think this is why he filled out most weeks of
his syllabi with topics he would call "the
politics of today" (Major 2021), such as
environmental disasters, social and labor
movements, democracy, development,
imperialism, and war. Considering this, it is
no surprise that one of his pieces of
professional career advice was that "not
everyone needs to test theories (…) one can
have a career focused on problem-solving."
He wanted to use historical and political
sociology as a tool to find the proper entry to
engage with a particular topic, analyze it, and
think about potential solutions for domestic
and international problems (Lachmann 2019).
We hope political and historical sociologists
continue his legacy.

Lachmann, Richard. 2013. What is historical sociology?
Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.

Lachmann, Richard. 2019. “How to Build a Socialist
Foreign Policy.” Jacobin, February 27.
https://jacobinmag.com/2019/02/socialist-foreign-
policy-bernie-sanders-us-military.

Major, Aaron. 2021. “Remembering Richard Lachmann:
A Political Sociologist with a Message for the Left.”
Marxist sociology blog. October 7.
https://marxistsociology.org/2021/10/remembering
-richard-lachmann-a-political-sociologist-with-a-m
essage-for-the-left.
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Jiwon Lee is a PhD candidate in Sociology at
the University at Albany – State University of
New York.

Lourdes Aguas is a doctoral student in
Sociology at the University at Albany – State
University of New York.

The Last Lesson from Dr. Lachmann
Zhifan Luo

McMaster University

The last time I saw Dr. Richard Lachmann
was at my dissertation defense on August 13,
2021. Everything was normal, if defending
one’s dissertation virtually on Zoom is normal
enough today. At the end of the defense, two
committee members gave me distinction,
except Lachmann.

My dissertation takes root in Lachmann’s
scholarship in its own way. In his last book,
First-Class Passengers on a Sinking Ship,
Lachmann explains how elites in great
powers enriched themselves at the expense
of the polities’ political accountability,
economic well-being, and military readiness.
This book and Lachmann’s earlier work
inspired me to investigate U.S. elites in the
moment of decline.

However, my dissertation has departed from
Lachmann’s work for an interest in discourse
and narrative. It aims to understand how a
growing sense of insecurity, if not decline
itself, was narrated by U.S. elites and what
domestic and international forces account for
the way of narration. To tackle these
questions, I have focused on the elites’
narrative about China, which became the
largest strategic challenge to the U.S.-led
world order in the post-Cold War era.

Lachmann once said he was no China expert.
Although it might be true, his knowledge of

China excelled many of those who do claim
the expertise. In some sense, this is
characteristic of the comparative historical
scholars of his generation. Dr. Aaron Major
once jokingly commented on Lachmann’s
methods: “He knows everything.” What Major
phrased as “everything” is, in my opinion, a
central pillar of Lachmann’s work: a firm
grasp of the world not only as what it is now,
but also as contextualized in actors’
purposeful actions and contingency that led
from the past to the present and towards the
future.

This is what Lachmann wanted more from my
work. Breaking with the traditional
methodological approach to policy text, I
have used computer-assisted content
analysis to 1) gauge U.S. elites’ degrees of
engagement with specific policy areas and
strategic goals and 2) quantify how the
engagement degrees changed over time and
across elite groups. The quantification has
enabled me to statistically examine how
domestic politics and great power dynamics
affected the U.S. elites’ narrative and whether
it led to a more cohesive narrative about
China (the simple answer: No). Lachmann did
not oppose my application of computational
methods to the analysis of policy text.
Indeed, he thought the findings from
computational and statistical analysis were
significant. However, he did caution that the
findings solely based on quantifying methods
may leave out insights that can only emerge
from a comprehensive interrogation of a
case.

When I heard that Lachmann passed away
this September, besides emotional shock, I
was also unprepared in a scholarly sense. He
laid out a challenge to me one month before
he left: As someone working to integrate
computational methods into political
sociological studies, how do I plan to
interrogate the output as rigorously as
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political and comparative historical
sociologists like him have done? This
challenge is guiding my revision of the
dissertation into a contextualized account of
elite narrative and great power decline, with
support from computational and statistical
methods. Nevertheless, it hurts to feel
Richard’s absence when my scholarly
exploration continues under the challenge
that he gave me.

Dr. Zhifan Luo is an Instructor in the
Department of Sociology, McMaster
University.

The Teaching of  Richard Lachmann as
A Historical Sociologist

Yimang Zhou
University at Albany – State University of

New York

I am to memorialize Professor Richard
Lachmann by recalling how my ongoing
dissertation project is indebted to his wisdom
and advice. While my research is certainly
benefited from his theories, especially his
analyses on dependency development and
elite conflicts, this piece mainly focuses on
his mentorship of students.

My dissertation compares the formation of
population policy paradigms in East Asia
(especially Japan and China) in the postwar
era. The ambitious comparison was proposed
under his persistent encouragement to his
students on exploring “big questions.”
Lachmann’s idea of “big question” refers to
not only the courage of asking macroscopic
questions, but also the capacity to situate a
local issue against large, long-term historical
dynamics. When starting in early 2019, my
primary idea was that the policy differences
were mainly the results of whether the
policymaking was dominated by
demographers or public hygienists.

Lachmann suggested me to think more about
how the population view was associated with
the “different long-term goals” of the states.
In particular, the possibility that different
population policies reflected different
varieties of capitalism was relevant. Following
his suggestion, I soon recognized that I might
miss the wood for the trees, as the arguments
of demographers and public hygienists were
largely structured by different state purposes
such as encouraging exports or promoting
labor productivity. Among many inspiring
pieces of advice I had received, this one stood
out for eventually altering the orientation of
my investigation.

Lachmann was an old-school historical
sociologist in terms of methodology. Seldom
did I find him commenting on temporality
and epistemology in either classes or
writings. But his methodological caveats were
equally insightful. One of these caveats was
the temporal and locational clarification, i.e.,
why a specific event that happened had to
happen at this time and place rather than
others. The clarification implied both a
within-case comparison across time and an
inter-case comparison across cases at the
same period. This concern is widely found in
most of Lachmann’s major books
including Capitalists in Spite of
Themselves and First-Class Passengers in a
Sinking Ship. The method is a practical way
to think about the role of conjectures,
sequences, and orderings (e.g., Clemens
2007). Thanks to the method, I found the
early 1960s and the early 1970s were the
crucial timing points to explain the formation
of the population policies in Japan and China
separately, differing my study from the
previous.

The second methodological caveat raised by
Lachmann was the risk of the inter-case
impacts. The risk was warned as early as in
the discussion following Skocpol’s States and
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Social Revolution (e.g., Sewell 1990). But many
comparative works seemed surprisingly
understate it. Indeed, a major challenge
raised by Lachmann to my dissertation was
the extent how the population policies in
these cases were influencing each other. I
collected sufficient evidence to support that
the policy processes were largely
concomitant and independent in my main
cases of Japan and China. However, Japan’s
influences on Korea and Taiwan, appearing as
two shadow cases, were probable. I defended
my position featuring domestic factors by
referring to the timing. While the inter-case
impacts exist, they failed to explain the
specific timing of the policies in Taiwan and
Japan. 

The mentorship of Lachmann features a
historized research method. The research
question should focus on the emergence and
formation of a social phenomenon, instead of
reducing it to a social fact without contexts.
The historized concerns on timing and
external impacts can never disappear
regardless of the specific factors highlighted
in a study. It might be the teaching of
Lachmann as a historical sociologist: a
historized research method comes before a
historized theory.

Yimang Zhou is a PhD Candidate in Sociology
at the University at Albany – State University
of New York.

Remembering Richard as a Public
Sociologist

Elham Pourtaher
University at Albany – State University of

New York

Others can do much better a job of
describing the various ways in which
Richard’s work contributed to academic
sociology. Here, I would like to point to some

of his other intellectual qualities that inspired
me as one of his students. Richard was
authentic in his ability to reconcile
characteristics that are deemed
contradictory in our times. He was a
celebrated academic who had decided to
remain publicly engaged in politics with all its
messiness and vulgarities. His graduate
seminars provided space for using theoretical
tools to make sense of fundamental world
topics such as environmental disasters. Part
of it came from his interest and curiosity
about the world as one interconnected entity
that was always in flux, shaped by historical
moments and social structures. His global
perspective was especially helpful for
international students like me, as we could
relate more to the discussions and also
contribute more to them.

Richard and I talked about politics more than
academic sociology during office hours and it
was there, in the midst of those discussions,
that I felt most excited about our field. In the
aftermath of the Trump presidency, a group
of my friends worked on an open letter to
raise awareness about the impacts of the
travel ban in academia. He was the first
person that came to my mind to share the
petition draft with— and of course, he was
the first to help edit it, and one of the first
social scientists that signed it. On another
occasion, he helped me edit a blog piece
about the same topic enthusiastically. Such
activities were for sure outside of his list of
“responsibilities”, but he would do all this
help in a heartbeat and with great interest.

Richard was a wonderful mentor. He would
go above and beyond to help graduate
students in their academic journey, even
those whose work was not immediately
relevant to his research interest. I especially
appreciated how he helped his students make
their projects more meaningful by relating
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their specific research topics to larger world
issues.

Long before his passing, international
students always talked about how Richard’s
mentorship was vital to them. As a newcomer
international student, I was intimidated by
scholars in the field. Noticing my reservation
to share my ideas, he always asked me to
share rough drafts and ideas without
hesitation. He showed that he cared about
my thoughts, my work, and my journey as a
graduate student in the field he dearly loved
and enjoyed, sociology! After all, who else,
except for Richard, would send you feedback
at Thanksgiving midnight, for a hefty draft
that you sent him only two days before? I’m

sure a scholar of his caliber had a lot more
intelligent things to read than my raw idea
for a dissertation proposal!

Lastly, Richard was the type of professor who
would post “happy birthday” messages on
your Facebook wall, or ask how your baby
was doing, or respond to your social media
questions and concerns, academic or not. For
his students and the large group of peers
across the globe, Richard is equally missed in
the virtual realm. His influence on his
students and peers will be everlasting.

Elham Pourtaher is a PhD Candidate in
Sociology at the University at Albany – State
University of New York.
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Adler, Gary J., Selena E. Ortiz, Eric Plutzer, Damon Mayrl, Jonathan S. Coley, and Rebecca Sager.
2021. “Religion at the Frontline: How Religion Influenced the Response of Local
Government Officials to the COVID-19 Pandemic.” Sociology of Religion, Online First,
https://doi.org/10.1093/socrel/srab029.

Almeida, Paul, Amalia Pérez Martín, and María De Jesus Mora. 2021. “Los resultados políticos de las
movilizaciones populares contra la implementación de políticas neoliberales.” Pp. 213-226 in
Salvador Martí Puig, Pedro Ibarra and Ariel Scribman, eds., Impactos: ¿Qué consiguen los
movimientos sociales? Barcelona: Ediciones Bellaterra.
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Movement Fields: The Micro Foundations of Campaigning for Subaltern Political Parties.”
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Bloemraad, Irene. 2021. “The Politics of Migration Law: Interests, Ideas, and Institutions.” Pp. 8-20
in Research Handbook on the Law and Politics of Migration, edited by Catherine Dauvergne,
Edward Elgar Press.
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77� https://doi.org/10.1186/s41118-021-00129-3.

Harris, Joseph and Juliana Libardi Maia. 2021. Universal healthcare does not look the same
everywhere: Divergent experiences with the private sector in Brazil and Thailand, Global
Public Health. DOI: 10.1080/17441692.2021.1981973

Kao, Ying-Chao. 2021. “The Coloniality of Queer Theory: The Effects of ‘Homonormativity’ on
Transnational Taiwan’s Path to Equality.” Sexualities. OnlineFirst.
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Lai, Weijun, and Anthony J. Spires. 2021. “Marketization and Its Discontents: Unveiling the Impacts
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Luo, Zhifan. 2021. “Discipline the Party: From Rectification Campaigns to Intra-Party Educational
Activities in China.” China: An International Journal 19(4): 52-74.
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/839230/summary
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education in rural India.” Public Administration and Development.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/pad.1959
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volunteers in India.” Qualitative Sociology https://doi.org/10.1007/s11133-021-09487-y
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United States.” European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology. Online First DOI:
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Annual Review of Sociology 47� 327-347.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-092820-094345

Tuğal, Cihan. 2021. “Urban Symbolic Violence Re-Made: Spatial Struggles in Istanbul” International
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Youssef, Maro. 2021. “Unlikely Feminist Coalitions: Islamist and Secularist Women’s Organizing in
Tunisia.” Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State & Society.
https://doi.org/10.1093/sp/jxab020

Books

Anderson, Elisabeth C. 2021. Agents of Reform: Child Labor and the Origins
of the Welfare State. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Discount code:
P239

The beginnings of the modern welfare state are often traced to the late
nineteenth-century labor movement and to policymakers’ efforts to
appeal to working-class voters. But regulatory welfare actually began a
half century earlier with the passage of child labor laws. Middle-class
reformers in Europe and the U.S. defined child labor as a threat to social
order, built alliances to maneuver around powerful political blocks, and
instituted new employment protections that initiated the partial
decommodification of "free" labor. Later in the century, now with the help
of an organized working class, they created factory inspectorates to

strengthen and routinize the state’s capacity to intervene in industrial working conditions.
Through seven in-depth case studies of key policy episodes, Agents of Reform moves beyond

30

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F08969205211025724
https://doi.org/10.1080/10357823.2020.1849028
https://doi.org/10.37839/MAR2652-550X6.17
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11186-021-09457-x
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-092820-094345
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2427.12853
https://doi.org/10.1093/sp/jxab020
https://doi.org/10.1093/sp/jxab020


ASA  POLITICAL  SOCIOLOGY  SECTION  NEWSLETTER          FALL/WINTER 2021

standard narratives of interests and institutions toward an integrated understanding of how these
interact with individual agency to produce pathbreaking institutional change.

Burawoy, Michael. 2021. Public Sociology. Polity.

Michael Burawoy has helped to reshape the theory and practice of
sociology across the Western world. Public Sociology is his most
thoroughgoing attempt to explore what a truly committed, engaged
sociology should look like in the twenty-first century.

Burawoy looks back on the defining moments of his intellectual journey,
exploring his pivotal early experiences as a researcher, such as his
fieldwork in a Zambian copper mine and a Chicago factory. He recounts his
time as a graduate and professor during the ideological ferment in
sociology departments of the 1970s, and explores how his experiences
intersected with a changing political and intellectual world up to the

present. Recalling Max Weber, Burawoy argues that sociology is much more than just a discipline –
it is a vocation, to be practiced everywhere and by everyone.

Fox, Nicole. 2021. After Genocide: Memory and Reconciliation in Rwanda.
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.

In the wake of unthinkable atrocities, it is reasonable to ask how any
population can move on from the experience of genocide. Simply
remembering the past can, in the shadow of mass death, be
retraumatizing. So how can such momentous events be memorialized in
a way that is productive and even healing for survivors? Nicole Fox's 2021
book After Genocide: Memory and Reconciliation in Rwanda (University of
Wisconsin Press) investigates such questions through extensive
interviews with survivors' decades after mass violence has ended. After
Genocide reveals the relationship survivors have to memorial spaces and
uncovers those voices silenced by the dominant narrative—arguing that

the erasure of such stories is an act of violence itself.

Kalberg, Stephen. 2021. Max Weber’s Sociology of Civilizations.
Routledge. Discount codes: ESBAC and FLY21

This volume examines civilizations through the broad lens articulated
by the works of Max Weber.  In focusing upon his
comparative-historical mode of analysis and his causal explanations for
the sources, contours, and trajectories of civilizations, this study
reconstructs  Weber’s sociology in a manner that provides clear
guidelines to researchers seeking to investigate civilizations
systematically.  Through detailed interpretations of the West’s unique
development from Antiquity to the Modern era, precise comparisons to
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the long-range and singular pathways taken by China and India, and careful demarcations of the
“particular rationalisms” of several civilizations, Kalberg addresses Weber’s powerful
model-building on the one hand and his opposition to organic holism and structural
presuppositions on the other hand. Both a broad-ranging conceptual framework and case-based
empirical investigations are pivotal to Weber.  His research strategy emphasizes further the
“subjective meanings” of actors East and West and the deep cultural origins of groups.  Finally, this
volume conveys Weber’s contextual and and multi-causal methodology rooted in a tight
interweaving of the present with the past. Max Weber’s Sociology of Civilizations: A Reconstruction
will appeal to comparative sociologists and historians as well as to theorists of all persuasions.
The social scientist pursuing a cross-civilizational agenda will here discover the distinct
contribution of Weber’s “interpretive understanding” procedures to the now-essential field of
civilizational analysis.

Meyer, David S. 2021. How Social Movements (Sometimes) Matter. Polity.

People protest to try to change the world, because they think they can
help change the world, and sometimes they do. But not by themselves,
and generally not just how and when they want.

This incisive book explains how groups of ordinary individuals can
affect the world, what makes it possible when it works, and why it
sometimes doesn't go to plan. Digging into previous scholarship on
social movements, David S. Meyer looks at the origins of social
movements, how they contrast with revolutionary campaigns, and
assesses the periodic influence of activists on politics, policy, culture,
and the way people live their lives. He concludes by stressing the
narratives about political change that activists construct and the

power that lies in these stories.

With sharp insight and a wealth of intriguing cases, this book offers a fuller understanding of the
politics and potential payoffs of protest politics. 

Poulson, Stephen C. 2021. Racism on Campus: A Visual History of
Prominent Virginia Colleges and Howard University. New York:
Routledge Press. Discount code: SMA08

Drawing on content from yearbooks published by prominent colleges
in Virginia, this book explores changes in race relations that have
occurred at universities in the United States since the late 19th
century. It juxtaposes the content published in predominantly White
university yearbooks to that published by Howard University, a
historically Black college. The study is a work of visual sociology, with
photographs, line drawings and historical prints that provide a visual
account of the institutional racism that existed at these colleges over
time. It employs Bonilla-Silva’s concept of structural racism to shed
light on how race ordered all aspects of social life on campuses from
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the period of post-Civil War Reconstruction to the present. It examines the lives of the Black men
and women who worked at these schools and the racial attitudes of the White men and women
who attended them. As such, Racism on Campus will appeal to scholars of sociology, history and
anthropology with interests in race, racism and visual methods.

Public sociology and other venues

Gill, Timothy M. and Christian Lewelling. 2021. “Documents Show How the US Government Used
Social Media to Intervene in Venezuela,” Jacobin, October 30.
https://jacobinmag.com/2021/10/us-venezuela-election-campaign-intervention-influence-madu
ro-mud-social-media-facebook

Mueller, Jason C. 2021. “Class, Generation and Meme War The capitalist realism of ‘OK Boomer’.”
The Sociological Review, October Edition: Generations. https://doi.org/10.51428/tsr.arqu7733.

Mueller, Jason C. 2021. “Neoliberal Order Breakdown and the US Withdrawal from Afghanistan”
Counterpunch.
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/09/13/neoliberal-order-breakdown-and-the-us-withdraw
al-from-afghanistan/.

Tuğal, Cihan. 2021. “Can a Disoriented Storming of the Center Lead to Organizational Maturity?”
New Politics Vol. XVIII No. 3, Whole Number 71 (Print Issue)
https://newpol.org/issue_post/can-a-disoriented-storming-of-the-center-lead-to-organization
al-maturity/

Tuğal, Cihan. 2021. “To achieve real political change, populism is necessary”
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/rethinking-populism/to-achieve-real-political-change-pop
ulism-is-necessary/

Tuğal, Cihan. 2021. “One World, in Flames, From California to Turkey”
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/43312/One-World,-in-Flames,-From-California-to-Turkey
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